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Initial Comments : 

This response addresses the status of Claims 1-3, 5-16, 18- 
23, and 25-39. Claims 1 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
102(b) as being anticipated by WO 99/39484 (Piirainen) . Claim 2 
is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being rendered obvious by 
Piirainen in view of U.S. Publication 2004/0030530 (Li). Claim 
3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being rendered obvious 
by Piirainen in view of U.S. Patent 4,166,980 (Apostolos) . 
Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being rendered 
obvious by Piirainen in view of U.S. Patent 5,644,597 (Ueda) . 
Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being rendered 
obvious by Piirainen in view of Ueda and Li. Claim 16 is 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being rendered obvious by 
Piirainen in view of Ueda and Apostolos. Claims 22 and 23 are 



rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being rendered obvious by 
Piirainen in view of U.S. Patent 5,517,524 (Sato). Claim 30 is 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being rendered obvious by 
Piirainen in view of U.S. Patent 6,690,746 (Sills). Claims 31 
and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being rendered 
obvious by Piirainen in view of Sills and Sato. Claims 5-13, 
18-20, 25-29, and 34-39 are objected to as being dependent on a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims . 

Claims 1, 6, 11, 14, 19, 21, 22, 23, 26, 30, and 35 are 
amended herein. Claims 2, 5, 15, 18, 25, 31, and 34 are 
cancelled, thereby rendering the rejection of or objection to 
those claims moot. 
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